
Gettysburg-like Speech Outline Template        Length: 272 words 2 1/2 
 

Topic ________________________ 

Purpose:  _____________________ 

(Although it is the first part of your outline, DO NOT begin your speech delivery by stating your exact 

purpose. The first thing you say should be your attention grabber.) 

I. INTRODUCTION: History 

A. Attention Grabber:  (Statement to wake the audience up/ make sure they are listening!) 

B. History of the problem. 

II. PRESENT PROBLEM: _________________ 

A. Describe in detail why this is a problem today 

B. Support your information with  

1. quotes,  

2. details,  

3. examples,  

4. facts, and or  

5. statistics 

III. SOLUTION: __________________________ 

A. Include personal and research-based solutions. 

B. Memorable Ending/Audience Challenge:  (End with a powerful closing thought or 

recommended course of action.) 

Power Words: 

https://www.oxford-royale.co.uk/articles/words-phrases-good-essays.html 

https://www.thepersuasionrevolution.com/380-high-emotion-persuasive-words/ 

https://cpb-ap-se2.wpmucdn.com/global2.vic.edu.au/dist/5/3744/files/2011/01/Persuasive-

Language-Word-Bank-1e3i059.pdf 



History: 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new nation, conceived in 

liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

      

 

     Present:  

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so 

dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a 

portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It 

is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

    

 

  Solution: 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not hallow—this ground. The 

brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or 

detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did 

here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here 

have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 

us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full 

measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this 

nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for 

the people, shall not perish from the earth. 

 

 


