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Simple Sentences

« Consist of a subject and a verb
« Expresses a complete thought
+ Sometimes referred to as an

independent clause

Example:
- My dog loves to play fetch.
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Complex Sentences

+ Consistof an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses
+  Alwavs has a relative pronoun or a subordinator

+  Common subordinators are: although, because, since, so that, when,
while, before, after. whenever, anvwhere, if, and whereas

*  When the subordinator begins the sentence, a comma is necessary after
the dependent clause.

Example:
— Although she rarely brings the ball back, my dog loves to play fetch.

+ However. if the independent clause comes first no comma is necessary.

Example:
— My dog loves to play fetch although she never brings the ball back.
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Compound Sentences

+ Consist of two independent clauses joined together by a
coordinating conjunction, which is typically preceded by
acomma

+ Coordinating conjunctions:

-For -And ‘Nor ‘But -Or -Yet -So

Examples:

- My dog likes to play fetch, so I often play fetch with her.

- My dog likes to play fetch, and she often plays fetch
oultside.

- My dog likes to play fetch, yvet she never brings the ball
back Lo me.




image4.png
- Rules with Compound
Sentences

*  Does not always mean compound sentences!

+  May signal compound subjects or compound verbs in other
tvpes of sentences

Examples:

- My dog plavs fetch and sleeps often.
- “sleeps often” is not an independent clause but rather a
part of the compound verb “plays fetch and sleeps
often” in this simple sentence

- When my dog and I play fetch, we have fun.
- “and I" is part of the compound subject “my dog and
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Variety Is Key

Simple Compound & Complex

-Can provide richer detail and

-Short, concise, to the point
language

-Help eliminate wordiness ‘
_ -Can more clearly relate two ideas
~Too many can make a piece

sound choppy “Too many can make a piece

confusing and convoluted

The Key is to use an assortment of all three.
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